


Wren’s Nursery
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy


Aim
The Nursery will attempt to offer a place for any child with special needs, provided we can offer a positive experience of learning. Our aim is for all children to be included in all activities wherever possible. We aim to have regard to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to  25 years, The Children and Families Act 2014, The Equality Act 2010, Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (September 2014) and Working Together to Safeguard Children.

Definition
· A child has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.
· A learning difficulty or disability means that a child of compulsory school age has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of other children of the same age and/or has a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the sort of facilities generally provided for others of the same age.
· For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children of the same age. For a child under two years of age, special educational provision means educational provision of any kind.
· A child under compulsory school age has SEN if he or she is likely to have a learning difficulty or disability when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.
· A disability is defined in the Equality Act 2010 as ‘a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’. ‘Long-term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’. This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. Children with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but here is a significant overlap between disabled children and those with SEN. Where a disabled child requires special educational provision they are also covered by the SEN definition.


Identifying Needs
There are four broad areas of need (see below) set out in the code that help us to identify the range of needs that may have to be planned for and the support children may need. However, individual children may have needs that cover more than one area, or needs that change over time and the needs of the children must be planned for based on our understanding of their strengths and any areas of difficulty.

Each child will be monitored and their progress and development reviewed in line with the expectations in the EYFS with reference to the Early Years Checkpoints to establish whether a child has a delay or a difficulty in their learning and development in relation to other children of the same age.

A delay in learning and development or worrying behaviour in early years may not necessarily indicate that a child has SEN. However, where there are concerns, they will be assessed to determine whether there are any underlying difficulties. Where a child appears to be behind expected levels, or where a child’s progress gives cause for concern, all of the information about the child’s learning and development will be considered, particularly in the three prime areas of learning: communication and language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development. The child’s key person, together with the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO), will usually be the person  who identifies any emerging difficulties and needs. All information, including any external specialist information and the views of the child and parents, will be considered when coming to decisions about the type of help, support and interventions that are needed to support the child. These are shared with the child’s parents who will be central in any decisions about the next course of action.






Broad areas of need (Code of Practice 5.32 and 6.28 – 6.35) 

Communication and interaction 
Children with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders, including Asperger’s Syndrome, are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others. 

Cognition and learning 
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs including moderate learning difficulties, severe learning difficulties (where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum) and associated difficulties from mobility and communication, due to profound and multiple learning difficulties, (where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment). Specific learning difficulties encompass a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia. 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 
Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties or disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder. 

Sensory and/or physical needs 
Some children require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the general educational facilities provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time. Some children with a physical disability require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers. 

Children are admitted to the nursery at the discretion of the Nursery Manager. The Nursery Manager will admit SEN pupils if the nursery can offer appropriate support. Each case is considered on an individual basis and every effort is made to accommodate a pupil with SEN.

Some children may come to the nursery with their needs already identified by:
· Identification of more complex developmental and sensory needs at birth
· Health assessments, such as the hearing screening test, which is used to check the hearing of all new-born babies
· Checks on children’s physical development milestones between ages two and three by health visitors as part of the universal Healthy Child Programme
· The local Early Years support team or another childcare provider who may have already identified concerns and agreed interventions and support
· Parents who may express concerns about their child’s development as part of the information they give when a child starts at the nursery.

Where a child’s needs are already identified when starting at the nursery we will ensure that we receive all relevant information including whether there is any personal budget for the child and any agreed interventions and adjustments. Where health services have already been involved in early identification, they should be already working with the family to help them understand their child’s needs and access early support. They should have also alerted the local authority and should work with us to help identify appropriate support.

We will ensure that we take account of all information made available to us about the child and consider this with the child’s parents when deciding on the next course of action, including whether we are able to admit the child in-line with our admissions policy.

A Graduated Approach to Supporting Needs (Code of Practice 5.39 – 5.46)

The code sets out a graduated approach to providing SEN support for children with four stages of action: assess, plan, do and review. This approach will be underpinned by assessment evidence, targeted plans and evidence-based support. 

The SENCO and the child’s key person must work in partnership with the child’s parents when analyzing the child’s needs and establishing the support needed, including any agreement to work with other professionals outside of the setting. The graduated approach includes:


· An analysis of the child’s needs, including whether you should seek more specialist help from health, social services or other agencies 
· An agreement about the interventions and support needed and the expected impact on progress, including any related staff development needs and a date for review 
· Implementation of the interventions or programmes agreed, including assessing the child’s response to the action taken
· A review of the effectiveness of the support and its impact on the child’s progress by the key person, SENCO, child’s parents and the views of the child, including any agreed changes to outcomes and support 
· Revisiting this cycle of action in increasing detail and frequency including seeking further specialist help to secure good progress until the SENCO, key person, the child’s parents and any other professionals involved agree intervention is no longer needed or it is decided that an EHC Needs Assessment is required. 

Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment and Plan (Code of Practice, Chapter 9)
The Education, Health and Care (EHC) Needs Assessment and Plan replaced the previous system for statutory assessment and a statement of the child’s needs. The legal test of when a child requires an EHC plan remains the same as that for a statement and the same evidence as previously required must be considered when deciding whether to request an assessment.

After following the graduated approach described above, the child is still not making enough progress and continues to cause concern despite our interventions, we will consider requesting that the local authority carry out an EHC Needs Assessment. A request for an assessment will be done with the knowledge and, where possible, agreement of the child’s parent. We will provide or contribute relevant evidence of the child’s SEN, the action taken by us and the evidence that where progress has been made, it has only been as the result of significant additional intervention and support over and above that which is usually provided.

The local authority will decide whether an EHC Needs Assessment is necessary following consultation with the child’s parent and will give its decision within six weeks of receiving the request. An EHC Needs Assessment considers whether a child needs an EHC plan.

An EHC plan details the education, health and social care support that is to be provided to a child or young person who has SEN or a disability. The plan must show how education, health and care provision will be co-ordinated, wherever possible, to support the child, achieve their outcomes and show how the different types of provision contribute to specific outcomes.

Agreeing to an EHC Needs Assessment does not necessarily mean that the child will have an EHC Plan. Where an EHC assessment identifies it is necessary for special educational provision to be made in accordance with an EHC plan, the local authority will prepare and issue a plan and notify the child’s parent of the reasons for its decision.

SENCO and Area SENCO (Code of Practice, 5.55 – 5.56, EYFS 3.67)
The SENCO at Wren’s Nursery is Catherine (Kat) Frampton.

The role of the SENCO involves:
· Ensuring all practitioners in the setting understand their responsibilities to children with SEN and the setting’s approach to indentifying and meeting SEN 
· Advising and supporting colleagues
· Ensuring parents are closely involved throughout and that their insights inform action taken by the setting. 
· Liaising with professionals or agencies beyond the setting.

The local authority Area SENCO will facilitate appropriate early years provision for children with SEN and their transition to compulsory schooling.



Working in Partnership
All services must work together to secure the support and interventions that will help the child achieve the best outcomes. Health Services must inform the local authority and other bodies about any children with SEN and disabilities as soon as problems are identified. This includes working closer with early years providers and proposals to introduce an integrated review at age two (combining the Healthy Child Programme two-year review and the two-year progress check) in 2015.

Where a child makes less than expected progress, despite our interventions, we will consider involving appropriate specialists. For example, health visitors, speech and language therapist, portage workers, educational psychologists or specialist teachers, who may be able to identify effective strategies, equipment, programmes or other interventions to enable the child to make progress towards the desired learning and development outcomes. The Local Offer (see below) identifies the provision available for us to access.

Local Authorities and the Local Offer (Code of Practice, Chapter 4)
Local authorities  must consult on and publish a Local Offer, setting out in one place information about provision they expect to be available across education, health and social care for children in their area who have SEN or are disabled, including those who do not have EHC plans. 

In order for the local authority to identify all the children in the area who have or may have SEN, or have or may have a disability, we will ensure that we will contribute to any system that WDDC has to gather information on children with SEN or disabilities. Anyone can bring a child who they believe has, or probably has SEN or a disability, to the attention of a local authority and we, as early years providers, have an important role in doing so.

The Local Offer provides information about the available provision, including how to access and make provision more responsive to local needs and aspirations (by directly involving disabled children and those with SEN and their parents and service providers in its development and review).

The Local Offer also provides information about childcare options available to parents including the range of expertise to support children with SEN or disabilities and publish information about:
· Free early education places and eligibility criteria
· Relevant services from other agencies such as Portage, Health Visitors and Early Support
· Arrangements for identifying and assessing children’s needs in the early years
· Support available to parents to aid their child’s development at home
· Arrangements for reviewing children’s progress, including progress checks and health and development reviews between the ages of two and three.
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