


Electrical Safety and Testing
The mains electrical cabling should be tested by a competent electrical engineer every 5 years. The certification and diagrammatic will be held in the main office.
The HSE recommendations for intervals of inspection and testing criteria for various items of electrical equipment based upon equipment type and usage is attached – ‘Testing Criteria’
Hooke Court has adopted the HSE advice on the maintenance of electrical equipment in low risk environments where it can be managed by a combination of actions at 3 levels:
1. Visual checks by the user of the equipment
2. Formal visual inspections by a person nominated to do this
3. Combined inspection and testing by a competent person or contractor
The routine visual checks by users and the formal, recorded visual checks by the nominated person form the backbone of the regular checking system. The skills needed to do this are not overly technical or difficult and should be conducted by all staff at Hooke Court and Wren’s Nursery.
Visual User Checks
Every time an item of electrical equipment is used by any member of staff, child or visitor to the site a quick visual check should be made to verify that:
· The items is in good working order
· There is no damage, e.g. cuts to the cable sheath
· There is no damage to the plug, e.g. bent pins or cracked casing
· The socket is not overloaded – although the demand for power sockets in classrooms is often greater than the number of sockets available; the temptation to plug multi socket into multi socket must be resisted
· The coloured insulation on the internal wires is not protruding from the plug or equipment
· The equipment is not wet or excessively dusty
· There is no obvious damage to the outer casing of equipment, e.g. loose screws
· There is no evidence of overheating, e.g. scorch marks
· Extension leads are not a tripping hazard – if extension leads cannot be arranged so that they are well clear of circulation areas, they should be taped down or one of the proprietary cable holders should be used
This should be part of everyday practice and the equipment must not be used if the visual check is not satisfactory
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